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& 6,000 with about 1 0()0 permm (mmtly loca both malc .md
* female)-per’ year My plane landed-carly in morning on a
3 © (hy when there wasn't 2 morning flight- to Egilsstadir. After a7
g. J« restin’ Reyig;mk I"headed 1o Egllsstadlr learned thavthere
_).vas ‘greatér seismic: activity-and. the au{ines'mm »wmeg, the '
\'olcﬂ’fd might'erupt and disrupt their ﬂ:gpt schiedules.
BJor;uus waiting aethe aitport and soonwe were off t({ hs

'1lc \\'alklllé, around th&%(,,ls Huntus C onvex@On
-a féw vears ago 1'man into Jeronie Knap owner, of
. Camda North Outﬁttmg 1 had hunted with _]érome
o mam nmcs,uz.nonhcm Canada and hé asked me if I might be
" interested it an Jeeland reindecr hunt. T was trying to find a free
. range reindéer hunt i’ Europe and h.1d~hlt, a yall - Norway,
md S\wdqnﬁ’ﬂdiafgh, available, }3‘5 permits were hard te ‘come ;-
said yes | before: realizing it was.a dﬂm Bune. 1 ‘hskeé}’x ; ; .comfomblc cabin. Aﬁoth‘bmﬁ’\:(bm t a rancher fmm
' in Smith'to alo and'weboth v - A5 - e T e B NG S Wyomhg,\ws-mnhuntmg & decided tosnght the rifle inwo =
_ e q’w:nnte&c&f e Afzm - T AR e 5 S e s Bl - ake sure'it Survived the flight and were mm&:o thasaqm- A
drew > next. it w : . i - ‘ﬁxr‘counuysldc of Teeland. ‘Not only.v was"the is ;nc
"'A - draw. - ye \.;pu&e'.gummeed.a f g . ¥l ] ~ green at that.time oF year, but there were waterfalls everyv
..pempt )LQI]I' sixth year. Dunﬁg this period, T ‘met Bjorn.. » coming. oft the hillsides. We headed back to the lodge for.
. Bugmon of the Loe,[amllc Hunting Club who kept me in thg - ~great dinner and wvaited for Tomrto-return. He showcd up after
making plans for the hunt. A dﬁct ' ' x§>phy n velver, <~

Javik in % W ; met 01y guide, Rc imar Asgumson, :md
ket b;ﬁ l'»

’ ide, Gretar Karlsson. The trucks with oversize tires
".\'&e loaded and we were off to the hunting area. We followed a
long lake before climbing out of the valley floor to much
higher ground. We were heading east of the highest mountain
in Iceland named Snaefell. There We parked the vehicles after
some four-wheel driving o a large plateau. We: headed back
* toward the lake on a ridge looking at glacial rivers on both
_sides, After about two hours we spottcd our first reindeer but it
" was a group of females with calves, We continued down th¢
ridge for another four hours before spotting a large group oi»'
bulls on the edge of a large ravine. They were 1ymg dovm so'we |
went down :md \\.utcd for them to move.. .. LS PO '
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Iceland is volcamcally and: geologlcally acti ich I wo
1earn firsthand. The interior consists of sand and lava ﬁelds

“"covered by glaciers. Many. glacial rivers flow to the sea. Fishing
and agriculture were the mainstay of the economy until the
Marshall Plan ingreased the. diversity of the island. The island is
south of the Arctic Circle and benefits ﬁ’om warm, water ﬂow
to give it a milder climate. -~ -

The' reindeer. (Rangifer t.tnndus) was m(rbduud to, r,he
n.land‘ m tlu. late . 1700& The! herd has ‘grown 'to. more than ') &%
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They got up in about an hour small outlook over the herd. There too late for dinner. Tom and his wife
and headed toward us. We were were more than 30 bulls and some had reindeer steaks and said it was
lying on a steep ridge and thought very big ones. Reimar spotted a wonderful. Tom left the next morning
we were out of sight. There were somewhat unusual one that had for a driving trip around the eastern
two nice bulls half way up the hill- very long tines off his bez and we coast of Iceland. I toured Egilsstadir
side that were not with the main settled on that one. The .300 and visited Reimar who doubles as the
group that looked quite good but Weatherby barked and the trophy taxidermist. His studio was full of
were unapproachable. Finally the was on the ground. After pictures velvet antlered reindeer.
group got close enough to scope and celebration, Gretar started back Due to the worry of an eruption
out and just as we got interested, for the three-wheel ATV that and my call schedule I opted to leave
they spotted some movement and would help us remove the animal rather than spend a few days goose
turned and headed straight away out of the area. He returned and we  hunting. The flight back went just
from us toward the top of the ridge loaded the animal and headed back west of Snaefell and the largest
about 800 yards away. We stalked to to the vehicles. glacier, Vatnajokull. Arriving in
about 300 yards, but thought we At the vehicle, we loaded everything Reykjavik it was the weekend of the
could get closer, and headed straight up and by that time it was almost dark. Reykjavik Marathon and the town
for the ridge to get above them and We saw some wonderful waterfalls and was full. Some good meals and
out of sight. We walked the ridge rivers full of water on the way back to  fellowship later, I was off to Denver
until Reimar thought we were the lodge. Goose hunting had started  with memories of Iceland including
above them and started slowly and some hunters were out for their green valleys, waterfalls, glaciers,
down. Soon we were crawling on a first day. We arrived back at the lodge volcanoes and reindeer.




